
       
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

  
  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

    
    

     
    

  
 
 

 

U.S Department of Transportation 
Office of Public Affairs 

1200 New Jersey Ave., S.E. 
Washington, DC 20590 

www.dot.gov/affairs/briefing.htm 

News 

DOT 150-09 
Friday, September 25, 2009 
Contact:  Sasha Johnson 
Tel: (202) 366-4570 

CASH FOR CLUNKERS PAYOUT NEARLY COMPLETE 
U.S. Transportation Secretary calls the program a success 

With final dealer payments being processed under the enormously successful 
CARS program, U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood announced today that the 
agency has crossed the finish line for paying back eligible and complete dealer 
submissions. 

“This is the final curtain call for a program that took the entire nation by storm 
and succeeded beyond expectations,” said Secretary LaHood.  “There can be no doubt 
that this program drummed up more business, for more people, in more places, at a time 
when our economy needed help the most.” 

With the $3 billion provided by Congress to run the CARS program, consumers 
turned in gas guzzlers and bought nearly 700,000 more fuel efficient vehicles in fewer 
than 30 days. In August alone, retail sales rose by 2.7 percent, due in large part to a 
notable 10.6 percent boost in sales by auto dealers.  

Ford and General Motors recently announced production increases for both the 
third and fourth quarters as a result of the demand generated by the program. Honda also 
said it will be increasing production at its U.S. plants in East Liberty and Marysville, 
Ohio and in Lincoln, Alabama. 

In addition, the program provides good news for the environment, a 60 percent 
improvement in fuel economy between the trade-in and new cars purchased. 

“When the federal government and the private sector team up to take bold action, 
the American public reaps the rewards,” said Secretary LaHood. “Working together, we 
have delivered on our promise to improve the environment, create jobs and get this 
struggling economy back on its feet, not to mention the millions of dollars the CARS 
program generated in local and state sales tax revenue to help cash-strapped states.” 

To date, 98 percent of CARS program rebates totaling $2,799,077,000 have been 
approved for payment under the program.  All applications for rebates have been 
reviewed at least once, and all eligible and complete applications have been approved for 
payment. The agency will continue to work directly with dealers to help them correct 
and complete the remaining two percent of submitted applications. 



 

 
 

       
  

 
   

  
 

      
      
      

       
       
       

      
        

      
      
      

       
      

      
      
      
      
      

      
      

      
      

      
      

      
      

      
      

       
       

      
       
       
       

      
       
      

      
      

    
       
       

       
       

      
      

      

The government reached this milestone in payment of valid submissions just 90 
days after the law creating this program was enacted, 60 days after issuing its rule setting 
the requirements for the program and 30 days after closing the program due to exhaustion 
of funds. 

Requested Voucher Dollar Amount by State: 
State Amount 

Requested 
Paid or Ready 
for Payment 

Percentage 

Alaska $4,846,000 $4,738,500 98% 
Alabama $30,805,000 $30,087,000 98% 
Arkansas $23,092,000 $22,491,500 97% 
Arizona $38,852,500 $38,001,000 98% 
California $323,450,500 $315,726,500 98% 
Colorado $37,082,500 $36,099,500 97% 
Connecticut $38,814,000 $38,283,500 99% 
District of Columbia $67,500 $67,500 100% 
Delaware $11,197,500 $10,951,000 98% 
Florida $144,668,000 $141,561,500 98% 
Georgia $69,673,500 $67,534,000 97% 
Guam $654,500 $616,000 94% 
Hawaii $7,224,500 $7,180,000 99% 
Iowa $37,395,500 $37,040,000 99% 
Idaho $11,550,000 $11,402,500 99% 
Illinois $142,413,500 $139,028,000 98% 
Indiana $65,383,000 $64,399,000 98% 
Kansas $31,239,500 $30,753,000 98% 
Kentucky $37,477,000 $36,988,500 99% 
Louisiana $33,059,500 $32,270,500 98% 
Massachusetts $64,248,000 $62,678,000 98% 
Maryland $74,453,000 $73,392,500 99% 
Maine $16,513,000 $16,212,500 98% 
Michigan $130,695,000 $129,370,500 99% 
Minnesota $72,538,000 $72,108,500 99% 
Missouri $60,848,500 $60,015,500 99% 
Mississippi $12,301,000 $11,920,000 97% 
Montana $6,321,000 $6,075,000 96% 
North Carolina $77,940,000 $76,119,500 98% 
North Dakota $8,881,000 $8,767,000 99% 
Nebraska $21,584,500 $21,135,000 98% 
New Hampshire $22,870,500 $22,478,500 98% 
New Jersey $102,398,500 $99,354,000 97% 
New Mexico $13,755,500 $13,206,500 96% 
Nevada $14,292,500 $13,865,500 97% 
New York $154,881,000 $152,708,500 99% 
Ohio $135,172,500 $133,182,500 99% 
Oklahoma $37,011,000 $36,081,000 97% 
Oregon $36,774,000 $36,161,500 98% 
Pennsylvania 138,174,000 136,099,500 98% 
Puerto Rico $2,179,500 $1,801,500 83% 
Rhode Island $10,617,500 $9,974,500 94% 
South Carolina $36,912,000 $36,015,500 98% 
South Dakota $10,288,000 $10,176,500 99% 
Tennessee $50,454,500 $49,587,000 98% 
Texas $181,663,500 $176,559,500 97% 
Utah $23,803,500 $23,339,500 98% 



       
       

      
      

      
       

      
       

      
 

 

Virginia $97,852,500 $96,155,500 98% 
Virgin Islands $1,546,500 $1,490,500 96% 
Vermont $9,788,500 $9,534,500 97% 
Washington $55,431,000 $54,216,000 98% 
Wisconsin $69,510,000 $68,537,000 99% 
West Virginia $13,335,500 $13,099,000 98% 
Wyoming $2,490,000 $2,399,000 96% 
Other Territories $41,000 $41,000 100% 
TOTAL $2,856,512,000 $2,799,077,000 98% 
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